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our prophet that he who defends his lord shall inherit
Paradise, and if you show yourselves devoted to the
obedience of my orders, that happy lot awaits you/
Animated to enthusiasm by words of this nature, all
deemed themselves happy to receive the commands of
their master, and were forward to die in his service.
The consequence of this system was that when any of
the neighbouring princes, or others, gave umbrage to
this chief, they were put to death by these disciplined
assassins of his ;. none of whom felt terror at the risk
of losing their own lives, which they held in little
estimation, provided they could execute their master's
will. On this account his tyranny became the subject
of dread in all the surrounding countries. He had also
constituted two deputies or representatives one of
whom had his residence in the vicinity of Damascus,
and the other in Kurdistan ; and these pursued the
plan he had established for training their young
dependents. Thus there was no person, however power-
ful, who, having become exposed to the enmity of the
old man of the mountain, could escape assassination.
His territory being situated within the dominions of
Alau (Hulagu), the brother of the grand Khan
(Mangu) had information of his atrocious practices,
as above related, as well as of his employing people to
rob travellers in their passage through his country. In
the year 1262 he sent one of his armies to besiege this
chief in his castle. It proved, however, so capable
of defence, that for three years no impression could
be made upon it; until at length he was forced to
surrender for want of provisions and after being made
prisoner was put to death. His castle was dismantled,
and his garden of Paradise destroyed. And from that
time there has been no old man of the mountain." l
We find in this page which Marco Polo wrote on
the Ismailis a certain precision in study and research
appreciated by scholars who know the history of the
Ismailis and their conditions. We find this precision